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Water Harvesting

Yemen: Restoration of traditional cisterns 

Traditional 
water
harvesting 
practices have 
existed for 
thousands of years, 
especially in Asia 
and the Middle East. 
G-WADI seeks to 
protect and promote these rain water harvesting 
approaches and to consider new techniques.

A workshop held in Aleppo, Syria in 2006 brought 
together experts from several Old World countries 
(including India, Pakistan, Iran, Yemen, Syria) with 
long histories of traditional techniques of rainwa-
ter conservation, as well as international agencies 
and NGOs from India who are pioneering bottom-
up water harvesting schemes. 

The project so far has produced
several Web-based tools for water harvesting:
 summary of meeting and presentations
 country and topic reports, including

design criteria
 case studies that illustrate practices in 

various regions
 illustrated glossary of special terms

A series of regional training events will promote 
global sharing of experience among semi-arid regions.

G-WADI’s goal is to further a holistic 
approach to land and water management and 
encourage bottom-up approaches that recognize 
surface, sub-surface, and groundwater resources, 
balancing local and down-stream interests.

Pastoralists water camels at a toba.
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